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John Dingell, D-Michigan, Ranking Democrat on Energy and Commerce Committee

With the Democrats now back in charge of the US House of Representatives, I thought it would be
interesting to review their latest working document on energy and transportation policy. Back in
July, a group of House Democrats released their vision of an energy and transportation policy to
reduce dependence on oil and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Leading House Democrats, including Democratic Whip Steny H. Hoyer (MD), Rep. John
Dingell (MI), Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Democrat, Rep. Jim Oberstar,
Transportation Committee Ranking Democrat, Rep. Mark Udall (CO), co-chair of the
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Caucus, Rep. Stephanie Herseth (SD), co-chair
of the House Democratic Rural Working Group and member of the House Agriculture
Committee, Rep. Earl Blumenauer, member of the House Transportation Committee
and Task Force on Livable Communities, and Rep. Adam Schiff, member of the House
International Relations Committee and co-chair/co-founder of the Democratic Study
Group on National Security, released the following statements today after unveiling a
comprehensive energy independence bill entitled the "PROGRESS Act."

So what's inside the Progress Act?

There are five major components:

1. Establishing a National Energy Security Commission that would bring together
government, industry and academic leaders to develop national goals that respect
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regional energy solutions and develop recommendations that Congress would have
to act upon under expedited rules.

2. Establishing a New Manhattan Center for High Efficiency Vehicles that would
create an advanced vehicle efficiency consortium and commit a minimum of $500
million a year for ten years to federal alternative fuels and vehicle technology
programs in the federal government.

3. Establishing a National Biofuels Infrastructure Development Program that would
reimburse private sector partners to share the costs of investing in the wholesale
and retail biofuels pumps, tanks, and other related distribution equipment.

4. Promoting Transit Use & Developing a Rail Infrastructure Program that would
create a stimulus package of infrastructure investment that upgrades the pipeline
for biofuels - the freight rail system - in order to get an affordable and reliable
supply of biofuels to market.

5. Ensuring Federal Government Leadership in the Use of the Alternatives to Oil by
increasing the use of alternative fuels in federal and state fleets, developing biofuel
plants in every region of the country, and speeding development of standards that
are needed to promote alternative fuels use.

Thoughts from our dear readers?
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