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DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ENERGY AND OUR FUTURE

Another picture that tells a story
Posted by Heading Out on September 27, 2005 - 2:16am
Topic: Supply/Production
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This is the current picture of the US gasoline stocks, as posted at the EIA site. You need to scroll
down the site to see the graphs. The recent fall is quite marked. But I would like to reiterate
something that Edward Tufte has taught me (by reading his books), and that is that you have to
recognize that this is only highlighting the shifts. You have also to look at the scale on the left to
see that while the drop has been about 30 million barrels, we still have about 190 mb left, and so
there is no need to panic.

Normally, as you can see, we would be entering a period where we would be rebuilding stocks.

The damage from Katrina and Rita, and the current refinery problems, will likely see that
delayed. Trying to balance gas production against heating oil may be a hard call that someone is
going to have to make.
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