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DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ENERGY AND OUR FUTURE

The SUV disease spreads
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I was dismayed to hear the story "SUV Buyers Defy High Price of Gas in France" on NPR this
morning. This piece discusses how SUVs are becoming ever more popular in France, to the extent
that Renault and Peugeot are going to be coming out with new SUVs in 2006 and 2007,
respectively. (On the other hand, the mayor of Paris is considering banning SUV traffic in the city
center during rush hour, and there's a rogue group of anti-SUV activists who let the air out of the
tires of the SUVs they come across.)

Personally, I liked having at my disposal Roscoe Bartlett's famous comment about how we'd be
hardpressed to argue that Europeans are worse off than we are because they have higher gas
prices and drive smaller cars: "I see as many smiles on their faces as I see on Americans' faces." 1
hope this is a trend that isn't going to catch on.
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